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s it just me or are the days getting shorter and the 

temperatures getting lower?  I guess there’s no 

denying that Autumn is here, in two weeks we’ll be 

heading over to the Oakland Trunk or Treat.  Where does 

the time go? 

 We still have a little light left at the end of the 

day so since there isn’t any rain in the forecast, (For 

the first time since April) why don’t we take one 

more crack at a Meeting Cruise Night this 

Wednesday before the 10/15 meeting.  It would be 

nice to see Mustangs in the parking lot, as it gets 

people talking about their cars.  That’s what the 

Meeting Cruise Nights are all about.  If the weather 

does cooperate, get there early, around 6:45. 

 Of course the big news this month was our 

Autoberfest show on 10/5.  We could not have asked 

for better weather and it really brought out the cars, 

almost 250.  We knew it would be a challenge since 

it was a new location, but we didn’t know we’d get 

that many cars and people.  What a day. 

 My thanks to all of you who helped out to 

make the show a success. I especially want to thank 

the show chairs Stacey & Ben, along with our 

committee chairs; Roland. George & Cathy.  A 

special thanks to Jeff for arranging for the use of the 

Morris County School of Technology.  You can read 

Ben’s full recap in this issue. 

 The very next weekend, on Saturday 10/11, 

Bern D. took us to the Tamerlaine farm animal 

sanctuary & preserve in Montague.  After our tour, 

we stopped for lunch in Port Jervis and some 

members drove over to Hawk’s Nest lookout.  Look 

for an article & pictures in next month’s newsletter.  

 At the meeting this month, we will be 

finalizing the slate for our November Officer & 

Board election.  I hope that you have read my email 

regarding the importance of having a full slate and 

that you consider running for an office, If you didn’t 

read the email, it basically 

says that unless we have a 

full slate of nominees, we 

will not be accepting 

renewals.  

 Finally, although it 

seems so long ago, I found 

the time to write an article on 

my trip to the MCA Grand 

National that took place this 

past Labor Day weekend.  Louise and I had a great 

time and hope that more of you consider attending an 

MCA show in the future.  By the way, I put the rest 

of my hundreds of pictures in a photo book that I will 

have at the October meeting if anyone is interested in 

looking at all the great Mustangs.  

 We managed to squeeze in a trip to Colorado 

to visit my brother at the end of September.  The 

photo above was taken at the summit of Pikes Peak, 

elev. 14,115 above sea level. 

 See you at the meeting, 

Mike DeLiberto 

 

 

 

I 

President’s Message 

Welcome New Members 

Paul & Shari Burke  Cream Ridge ’68 Mustang  

Gary & Janet Garafano Fairlawn ’09 GT500 

Francis & Andrea Reardon Paterson ’69 Mustang Mach I 

Joshua Zimmerman  Maplewood ’95 SVT Cobra 
   

2025 Gathering of the Herd 

MCA Grand National 

GSRMC Winners 

Mike DeLiberto – Gold  

Scott Dobbs – Gold 

Janet Dobbs – Gold 

Henry Semmler - Gold 

George Wieger - Gold 

 



3 
 
 

 

 

 

   

WWW.GSRMC.ORG 

 

GSRMC Contact Information 

President Mike DeLiberto 

201-421-0871 8550mustang@gmail.com 

Vice President Ben Ashmore Sr. 

917-750-9212 ben.ashmore.sr@ashmore.law 

Treasurer Lisa Spring 

973-222-5748 bizzelflick1@gmail.com 

Secretary Vacant  

 

Board of Directors 

Jeff Chase 

201-452-5244 jeffchase84@gmail.com 

Bill Klindt  

908-362-9253 grandville.conv@aol.com 

Roland Lorente 

201-803-1585 biker_62@yahoo.com 

George Wieger 

609-613-2786 gcw251@verizon.net 

Stacey Yauch 

973-903-1560 1992foxmustang@gmail.com 

 

MCA Nat. Dir. Steve Yamin 

347-581-6427 artzee72@aol.com 

 

Membership Joe DeLeo 

201-790-4372 r2stangs@aol.com 

 

Newsletter Mike DeLiberto 

201-421-0871 8550mustang@gmail.com 

 

Website  Bill Chernack 

973-214-4060 bluebyu2011@gmail.com 

 

Facebook Joe DeLeo 

201-790-4372 r2stangs@aol.com 

 

Sunshine Maureen Yowe 

973-398-4325 leftylady1@verizon.net 

 

Hospitality Paul Betts & Stacey Yauch 

973-663-6598 pbetts1057@gmail.com 

973-903-1560 1992foxmustang@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

Oct 15 GSRMC Meeting. Election Slate 

finalized. 

Oct. 18 13th Ann Flemington Speedway Historical 

Society Car Show. South County Park, 

Lambertville. 

flemingtonspeedwayhistoricalsociety.com 

Oct. 25 Trunk or Treat. Oakland Public 

Library. 

Nov 19 GSRMC Meeting. PotLuck Supper, 

GSRMC Elections. 

Dec. 17 GSRMC Meeting. Holiday Party 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

CLUB ELECTIONS 

 

It is time for the annual GSRMC Elections. This year all 4 

officers, & 1 Board position is up for election/re-election. That 

means that we are looking for some of you to take a more active 

role in the club. The qualifications are simply that you have been 

an active GSRMC member for at least one year, that you are an 

MCA member during your term, and you attend at least 8 of the 

10 Board meetings held each year. We are looking for people 

who can spend a little extra time helping guide the club for the 

next 2 years. 

A three-member Nominating Committee was formed 

at the September meeting.  They will put together a slate of 

nominees that will be presented at the October 15th meeting and 

voted on at the November meeting. If you are interested or 

would like to suggest someone, please contact a member of the 

Election Committee  before the October meeting. 

 

Bill Hartmann: 973-9197240, 65whartmann@gmail.com   

Mark Signorelli: 201-803-9109 mutant_mustang@hotmail.com 

Rick Gamba: 908-337-7493, redwiners@verizon.net 

mailto:ben.ashmore.sr@ashmore.law
mailto:bizzelflick1@gmail.com
mailto:jeffchase84@gmail.com
mailto:gcw251@verizon.net
mailto:leftylady1@verizon.net
mailto:artzee72@aol.com
mailto:r2stangs@aol.com
mailto:8550mustang@gmail.com
mailto:bluebyu2011@gmail.com
mailto:r2stangs@aol.com
mailto:leftylady1@verizon.net
mailto:leftylady1@verizon.net
mailto:65whartmann@gmail.com
mailto:mutant_mustang@hotmail.com
mailto:redwiners@verizon.net
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FALL CAR TREK 

 

he New Jersey Highlands Coalition’s popular Fall Car 

Trek returns on Saturday, November 1. How Highlands 

Iron Forged Our Nation, The History of the Highlands Iron 

Industry is a newly curated self-guided driving tour that tells a 

fascinating story of how Highlands’ iron helped forge our 

nation’s independence and growth. The tour will introduce you 

and your companions to the mines, mining towns and remnant 

furnaces and forges in Morris, upper Passaic, and Sussex 

Counties.   

Cost is $35 per vehicle. Guests may join us on event 

day or choose “rain check” tickets to purchase a tour packet to 

drive the route another day. Go to the following link to purchase 

tickets/route map & instructions: 

https://njhighlandscoalition.org/upcoming_events/fall-car-

trek-how-highlands-iron-forged-our-nation/ 

 

MORRIS COUNTY LAUNCHES 

HISTORIC SITES DRIVING TOUR 

 

ecades ago, people would cram into caravan tours heading 

across the country, stopping at historic sites for a glimpse 

into the nation’s past. Fast forward to 21st century Morris 

County — gone are the days of the caravan, but here again are 

the days of history lessons, with the preservation of historic 

sites across all 39 Morris County municipalities. 

The Morris County Historical Society (MCHS) has 

launched a self-guided online driving tour, which highlights 18 

historic sites across 13 townships in the county.  The MCHS, a 

non-profit organization, partnered with the Morris County 

Office of Planning and Preservation and the broader Morris 

County history community to create the driving tour. 

The online directions will take visitors to the historic 

sites, and once there, listen to the history lesson, view photos, 

maps and other elements. Each of the sites was awarded over 

$1 million in grants through the Morris County Historic 

Preservation Trust. In total, the 18 sites have received more than 

$23.5 million in preservation funding.  

“This tour was designed to celebrate and bring 

awareness to our county's small nonprofit history organizations 

who steward these sites, worked tirelessly and creatively to 

make each dollar stretch as far as it can possibly go, and then 

work to get students, residents and visitors to care about our 

history and value the sites that can still tell the story we can 

have to tell,” Executive Director of MCHS, Amy Curry said. 

“They say that it takes a village, but when it comes to historic 

preservation, let the record show it actually takes an entire 

county.” 

The Historic Preservation Tour is the first of eight 

theme-based, self-guided tours. The seven other themes that 

MCHS plans to release over time include settlement, 

schoolhouse, cemetery, agriculture, revolution and industry, 

which is broken down into sub-tours that include mills, canals 

and the iron industry. Each theme will have anywhere from two 

to three dozen sites.  

“Eighty years ago, people were getting into cars and 

long caravans, and they were driving across the county, 

stopping at local historic sites, and learning more about county 

history that way,” Curry said. “Several years ago, the staff and 

I decided it would be great if we could do something that 

similarly engaged people, but in a 21st-century manner.”  

Residents are greeted with access to a variety of 

information upon arriving at a site, Curry said. Some sites have 

a baseline history — a three- to five-paragraph essay — while 

others include historic photos and contemporary pictures or 

excerpts from old maps that focus on the given place. 

“One of the reasons why I chose historic preservation 

to be the first theme was because it, better than anything else, 

illustrates that the preservation of our history is really a 

community-wide endeavor,” Curry said.  

This digital tour is also part of a broader preservation 

initiative for the 20th anniversary of the Historic Preservation 

Trust Fund, said Stephen Shaw, the deputy director of the 

Morris County Board of County Commissioners. There are 129 

buildings, county-wide, that have been preserved through the 

Morris County Historic Preservation Trust, and a total of $52 

million in taxpayer dollars that have been invested in these sites. 

“Our Office of Planning and Preservation launched the 

historic preservation story map, and that's an interactive 

platform,” said Shaw. “You can go see it online. You can see 

every site that's been preserved. It has the history. It has 

pictures. It's a phenomenal resource that we have online.”  

The 18 historic preservation sites span across Booton, 

Denville, Kinnelon, Madison, Mendham, Morristown, Mount 

Olive, Netcong, Parsippany, Pequannock, Riverdale, 

Rockaway Township and Roxbury. The self-guided driving 

tour is now available at: morriscountyhistory.org/drive. 

Brooke Ackerman, NorthJersey.com 

T 

D 

http://morriscountyhistory.org/drive
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HOW FORD’S LOGO CHANGED 

OVER TIME (AND WHY THE 

BLUE OVAL STUCK) 

 

n a giant parking lot, few emblems hit harder than Ford's 

blue oval. It's more than a badge bolted to the grille of a 

Fusion — it really is rolling Americana. A piece of 

industrial propaganda with a century of history to back it up. 

But that oval didn't just pop into existence one day. Its evolution 

was long, sometimes bizarre, and ultimately cemented by a 

refusal to change with trends of the time. The blue oval endures, 

while everyone else keeps doodling new logos that just leave us 

scratching our heads (like Kia's logo, which confuses thousands 

of people a month). 

When Ford Motor Company sputtered to life in 

1903, its logo was, simply put, turn-of-the-century overkill. A 

circular crest wrapped in frilly vines, proudly declaring "Ford 

Motor Co. Detroit, Mich." It looked more like a medicine bottle 

label, really. The turning point came in 1906 when chief 

engineer C. Harold Wills penned the flowing script we 

recognize even today. Though it's often mistaken for Henry 

Ford's own signature, it was actually just from a typesetting kit 

Wills had from a previous life as a letterpress. The lettering 

seemingly turned the company into something more personable 

— maybe even a guarantee from Mr. Ford himself. A clever bit 

of branding that made the machine feel like a promise. 

After landing on the script, Ford spent years struggling 

with how to dress it. In 1907, the company's British arm 

crammed the lettering into an oval and sold it as the very picture 

of reliability and economy. Bold claims, sure, but when you're 

squaring off against British manufacturing of the era, I guess 

anything goes.  

Across the Atlantic, things took a turn with sharper 

angles. In 1912, Ford unveiled a winged triangle logo and 

claimed its product as "the universal car." It was supposed to 

sell all the tangibles — speed, lightness, stability, and grace. 

But when was the last time you walked into a dealership and 

asked for the most graceful car on the lot? Henry Ford hated it, 

and that was that. The logo didn't live or die in a focus group — 

it died because the guy whose name was on the building simply 

didn't like it. Oddly enough though, the winged triangle logo 

has been dug back up for Ford's so-called "next Model T 

moment," this time with the bottom text reworked to read "the 

universal vehicle." What was old is new again, apparently. 

The proper blue oval emblem officially arrived in 

1927, bolted to the radiator of the then-new Model A — the car 

tasked with following the legendary Model T. That debut 

locked the oval into the company's DNA, even if Ford weirdly 

refused to put it on every car in the lineup for nearly 50 years. 

Talk about commitment issues.  

By the 1960s, corporations were busy sanding off the 

frills, flattening their logos into sleek, minimalist marks. It 

seemed to be a competition to see whose logo would be 

enshrined in the Museum of Modern Art first. In 1966, Henry 

Ford II, the founder's oldest grandson, decided it was Ford's turn 

and hired Paul Rand, the designer behind IBM, Enron, 

Cummins, and many more. Rand called the old script-in-oval 

outdated and pitched a modernist redesign that captured the 

soul of the old logo with the modernism of the time. Despite it 

being subjectively one of his better designs, Henry Ford II 

ultimately passed. The reasoning was simple: What was good 

enough for his grandpa was good enough for him. Just like his 

grandfather before him, he focused more on the name and 

identity — not what anyone else thought. 

Call it stubbornness if you want, but by choosing 

heritage over trend-chasing, Ford made the blue oval into 

something important. In 1976, the company finally made it 

official, standardizing the logo across its lineup and adding a 

3D gloss. Since then, the tweaks have been minor: A brighter 

"centennial blue" in 2003 and a flattened version with white 

script more recently on the 2024 F-150. Through it all, the script 

and oval stayed constant. The blue oval doesn't just represent a 

car brand — it represents Ford refusing to let go of Ford. 

 

GREG POGGIALI,   Jalopnik, SEPT. 27, 2025 
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y wife Louise and I left our home in Bergen 

County around 4 pm on Thursday, 8/28 for the 

4-5 hour drive to the MCA Grand National in 

Fredricksburg, VA.  We checked several models for the 

travel time, but it was really up to how much traffic there 

would be.  Did I mention that it was the start of a Labor 

Day weekend. Although the ’04 gets decent mileage on 

the highway, the combination of stop & go traffic and a 

small fuel tank would require at least one stop.  All in all 

we figured that we’d arrive at the hotel around 9 pm. 

Since this would be my first time showing a car 

at an MCA show in a long time (I had shown a Mustang 

at a National in Sturbridge, MA in the mid-2000s and 

several times with my ’85 LX 

5.0 in the early ‘90s), but it was 

a different world back then and 

now I was showing my ’04 GT 

in the Unrestored class.  Not 

knowing what to take as far as 

cleaning and prep materials were 

concerned, I pretty much took it 

all.  This would necessitate the 

use of a second vehicle to carry 

everything. It also allowed us to 

leave the car at the show site and 

take the Explorer back to the hotel each day. 

We were doing pretty good time-wise until we 

started hitting construction traffic in Virginia.  Why do 

they have different projects going on every 10 miles or so, 

causing everyone to merge time after time? We finally 

pulled into the hotel parking lot and we were greeted by a 

sea of Mustangs (and tow 

vehicles).  Inside the hotel, 

there were groups of people 

wearing all sorts of Mustang 

apparel engaged in onversation 

and catching up since the last 

show.  We were definitely in 

the right place.  We only saw a 

handful of people all weekend 

that didn’t seem to be there for 

the show.  

Friday morning I was 

up early, so I could get to the show site and start cleaning 

and prepping the car for judging.  It was an uneventful 

fifteen minute drive to the fairgrounds where the show 

was being held.  Once through the gates, it was a few  

hundred yard journey along a gravel/dirt/grass path to my 

parking spot with the other cars in class.  Did I mention 

that my car is Black.  Between the dust and the heat, I 

decided to not even touch the paint and concentrate on the 

interior, undercarriage and engine compartment the first 

day.  Although I could have opted to be judged on Friday, 

I decided to put it off until Saturday so I could take my 

time and take breaks to see the show and take some 

pictures.  I managed to talk Louise into helping with the 

interior, which gave us a little more free time. 

 

(contd. on pg. 10) 

M 

THE HIGHS & LOWS OF ATTENDING THE 

2025 MCA GRAND NATIONAL 

 



8 
 
 

 

t the outset, a huge thanks to all the volunteers who 

made this year’s Autoberfest a huge success: from my 

co-chair and board member Stacey Y.; to our parking 

chair (and board member) Roland L; to Neilsen DCJR for 

continuing to sponsor our show (held this year at the Morris 

County [High] School of Technology in Denville, NY, instead 

of the usual Neilson dealership in East Hanover); to all the club 

volunteers at the show – on an unusually hot October day, no 

less!  Not just our day-of-show volunteers, but also the folks 

who helped leading up to the show, like Cathy, in putting 

together the raffle baskets and selling the tickets.  While I can’t 

list here every club member who volunteered, another special 

shout out goes to board member George W. for continuing in 

his tallying of the best-of-show votes, including because this 

year he had to sit outside in the heat, instead of indoors as in 

years past at the dealership… not to mention having to rank 

votes from many more car 

owners than usual.   

If you didn’t come to 

the show -- or get there super 

early -- we started off the show 

with some obstacles that, in the 

end, didn’t stop us from having a 

great turnout and record-setting 

50/50: 247 cars in total, of which 

53 were members’ cars.  If you 

haven’t yet seen pictures, we 

have them on the Club’s website 

and Facebook page.   

Of course, before the day of show, there were the usual 

logistics of doing a show, but with the added complexities of a 

new location, which brings me to a  special thanks to board 

Member  (and a teacher the High School), Jeff C., for helping 

us facilitate and hold the show in Denville.  Quite a bit of work 

and planning went into the logistics, considering the club and 

its volunteers had gotten fairly comfortable with running a show 

at the dealership in East Hanover.  We met several times before 

the show on location in Denville, and at Board Meetings, to 

figure out the best way to bring show cars through the gates and 

park them in a lot with several different sections.  Even the 

speed bumps on the drive in through the gates were a bit of a 

challenge because Neilsen trailered in a couple race cars and a 

dragster that could not be driven over them, and naturally, 

drivers of low-profile cars are always leery 

of these.  For example, we had three Ford 

GTs and got to see up-close with one of 

them, how GTs can be raised and lowered 

to get over the bumps.  

Just a couple weeks before the 

show, we learned that our show was 

effectively “competing” – at least in the 

eyes of Denville officials – with Denville’s 

annual food truck festival held a few miles 

away.  Jersey Johnny, our usual food truck 

vendor had his permit denied on the eve of 

the show, through  

several levels of review all the way up to the Mayor’s desk in 

Denville, even though he was also bringing a second food truck 

to the festival.  We had to enlist Jeff C. and some local Denville 

persuasion to get our food truck and ice cream trailer vendors 

approved, while planning for the worst (and potentially more 

work for members, perhaps having to serve pizza slices, if we 

could not convince Denville to relent and approve our vendors). 

  As we approached the day of show – with our very dry 

summer and autumn removing rain-date concerns, and a heat 

wave forecasted to descend from the Midwest – I had a feeling 

this would be a big show based on the unusual number of calls 

I was fielding, including late into the evening the night before, 

from folks interested in coming.  I’ve co-chaired this show for 

a couple years now (but as explained below, this will be my last 

year co-chairing, at least for a while), and I’ve never found  

(contd. on pg. 9) 

A 

AUTOBERFEST 2025 
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(Autoberfest, continued) 

 

myself getting a dozen or so 

calls late into the evening on 

the Saturday-before-show 

from people coming from as 

far away as CT and PA! 

Because of the new 

location, we asked our 

volunteers (especially parking 

folks) to come a little earlier 

than usual, and by 7am had a nice line of Club mustangs waiting 

at the high school’s locked gate to get in, before we started 

getting calls and texts from members about an accident on I-80 

that had shut down the freeway.  Of course, one person stuck in 

that accident was the high school’s custodian who was coming 

with the key to open the gates for us, originally scheduled to be 

there between 6:30-7:00 a.m.!  As the clock rolled towards 7:30 

– and we were hearing of estimated traffic delays of up to an 

hour, as we sat looking at the club trailer parked just inside the 

locked gate with all the signs, 

tables, raffle baskets, tents, etc. 

needing set-up before registration 

could begin – we started to discuss 

whether we should cut the locks, 

jump the fence, or find a local 

Denville police officer as we 

started to queue up early-arriving 

show cars.  But the custodian beat 

his navigation’s accident-delayed ETA, getting through the 

closure, and by just after 7:30 we were off to the races, rushing 

to set up the show, bring in our DJ and his RV, with the food 

truck,  and then bring in show cars.  
Despite these early challenges, the hard work of club 

members helped make this show a smashing success.  And 

maybe too a little credit goes to the good fortune of perfect, 

sunny, mid-80s weather.  Faster than we expected, we filled in 

the main area we planned to start with, for non-member show 

cars, before finding the need to fill in show cars in the back 

section by the porta-potties, then next to the member section, a 

few next in a little middle section by our club trailer, and finally 

filling in the front high school public lot 

(outside of the gates )that we originally 

planned to use for spectator 

parking.  Such is the price to pay for 

247 cars (and some later arrivals)! 

All in all, it was a great 

show.  The design and layout of the 

high school provided for plenty of 

shade as the sun rose overhead, which 

we don’t have in East 

Hanover.  The lines were long 

at Jersey Johnny’s when he 

was serving breakfast, and it 

continued after he switched 

over to lunch.  I think our ice 

cream truck would have had a 

brisk business anyway, but the 

heat of the day kept those lines 

long as the day heated up.  We 

raised $1,000 from the auction 

of our Dodge hood signed by Bill Elliot, a couple hundred from 

our raffles, and $540 from our 50/50 – special thanks to Mike 

P., who definitely got his steps in this year selling tickets – so 

our usual charities that share in the proceeds of our fall show, 

the Brick City dog rescue and Sister-to-Sister breast cancer 

charity, left happy. 

Finally, if you paid close attention above, I noted this 

was my last year co-chairing and in thanking several of the key 

volunteers, also noted they were board members.  There is a 

method to my madness, or reason 

for my verbosity.  I’ll continue 

helping with this show – just like 

our outgoing Club president Mike 

D. always plays a big role yearly in 

helping us do these shows.  But as 

he is moving into the past-president 

role, and I’m runnung for the 

President slot, we will need 

someone to step up and co-chair the show as Club presidents 

have enough on their plate without running shows.  The Club 

starts planning early for our shows, and I invite non-board 

members to volunteer and help out.  Personally, I started 

chairing this show (and Mustang Day) several years before 

moving into a Club officer role, and have found doing shows to 

be a great way to get to know other club members better, and 

enriching opportunities to further the Mustang and show car 

community.  Please see or contact me or any of the other folks 

mentioned above if you’re interested in taking on a committee 

or show chair/co-chair role in the future, as we need more than 

just board members taking on these fun opportunities!  We 

might be nearing the end of the car 

show season here in New Jersey, but 

that just means winter months are great 

for planning and looking forward to the 

Club’s spring and falls shows in 2026!  

 

Text: Ben A. 

Photos; Rick G., John M. & George W 
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(Grand National, continued) 

 

Once I took a break from cleaning, 

I was able to see just what a large show it 

was turning out to be.  The fairgrounds 

field was filled with Mustangs of every 

year and there were even two buildings 

full of cars as well.  The host club, 

National Capital Region Mustang Club 

had a great selection of raffle items and the 

MCA merchandise tent was on site selling club apparel 

and such.  There were also a few vendors on hand as well 

as food trucks. 

We didn’t have tickets to the Friday night BBQ, 

so we hit the town and found a place to eat.  We barely 

made it back without falling asleep so we bypassed the 

Mustangers hanging out in the lobby 

and bar and went back to our room.  

We would need to be out early the next 

morning.  The next day, Saturday, after 

a quick breakfast we headed back to 

the show.  I knew I needed to be there 

before the sun was high in the sky so I 

could work on my car’s exterior.  

Again, did I mention the car is black. 

Once at the show, I got to 

work.  Around mid-morning, the Head Judge for Fourth 

Generation Mustangs, Dean Corpman, came over to the 

car, introduced himself and asked if I had any questions.  

He said that he would be back around 1 pm with a team 

to judge my car.  Knowing how much (or little) time I had, 

I got back to work.  When the judges arrived, I was fairly 

confident I had prepared the car well for judging.  I 

watched as they spent the next hour evaluating my car.  

The Unrestored class follows the Concours guidelines but 

takes off points for any item that has been changed on the 

car.  However, you get bonus points for items such as the 

window sticker, invoice, brochure, etc.   

 Once the car was judged, we did some exploring.  

There were even more cars Saturday then there was the 

day before.  I was told that there were just under 400 

Mustangs registered for the event and it looked like it.   

There were great Mustangs from 

every generation, including Mustang 

IIs.  There was even a Mustang with a 

first generation body and fifth 

generation chassis, drivetrain and 

interior.  Although there were a lot of 

fifth and sixth generation Mustangs, I 

was impressed with the quantity of 

first generation cars. 

 The two buildings held a variety 

of cars of all generations from, what appeared to be the 

concours classes.  One of the buildings had five  Boss 

429s, a few Boss 302s, a handful of gen 1 Shelbys and a 

variety of other top quality Mustangs.  Some were from 

the elite Thoroughbred class that requires that all parts be 

NOS and date coded.  A lift is used to judge cars in this 

class.  It has been a long time since I’ve seen that many 

Bosses at a show.  
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 Sunday, after a relaxed 

morning at the show looking at 

more Mustangs and taking 

pictures, it was time for the 

awards presentation.  

Fortunately there was a large 

pavilion where people could sit 

in the shade for the lengthy 

presentation.  This being a Grand 

National, there were numerous 

special/year end awards given out.  

MCA President, Jeff Mays, also 

handed out the President’s Awards of 

which our club was the recipient of one.  

The GSRMC was represented by seven 

members showing five cars.  All went 

home with Gold Awards. 

 I think that anyone who attends 

National shows will tell you 

that it is the people you meet 

that makes the weekend 

memorable and I certainly 

found that to be the case. 

Everyone is there to be with 

fellow Mustang enthusiasts and 

everyone has a story to tell 

about their favorite car.  You build friendships that are 

renewed at every show.  We thoroughly enjoyed our 

experience at the 2025 Grand National and hope that more 

of you will take the opportunity to attend a National in the 

future, 

 Many of you have heard the story of the incident 

that occurred on our way home, but for those that haven’t, 

here it is. We left the show around 2:30 pm Sunday 

afternoon.  The ride was uneventful until about 40 

minutes from home on the NJ 

Tpke.  A car on my right, going 

about 90 mph, decided to make 

an ill-advised lane change in 

front of my Mustang. He lost 

control and was sideways in 

front of me, just feet from my 

bumper. His car hit the left guard 

rail with such force that it sent 

the car back in front of me and across 

the 3 lanes of traffic. My years of 

watching racing taught me to aim for 

where the car was, hoping it wouldn’t 

be there and I was able to get by 

without hitting him while he spun and 

careemed into the guardrail on the 

right. While I didn't hit him, my car 

was sprayed with oil & debris. 

Fortunately no one was hurt 

and no one else was involved, 

including Louise who was in 

the car behind me. After 

speaking to the NJ State 

Troopers, we continued to the 

next rest area to clean my oil 

covered windshield. At 9pm, I 

was home, washing the oil off the car in the dark. 

 While I was able to get the oil and dirt off my car, 

I discovered in the daylight the next day that there was 

more damage than I originally thought.  Whike I didn’t hit 

the other car, a part of it must have bounced along the 

driver’s side of my car leaving chips in the paint and a 

decent scuff on the rocker panel molding.  Also, the tan, 

cloth roof had multiple oil stains that had to be scrubbed 

out.  However, I know it could have been much worse. 

Text & Photos: Mike D 
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SEPTEMBER MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

386th Meeting 

Date: Sept.. 17, 2025 

 

The 386th Meeting of the Garden State Region 

Mustang Club was held in person at the American 

Legion Hall in Whippany. 

 

The meeting commenced at 7:43 p.m. 

The meeting concluded at 8:23 p.m. 

Approximately 32 members were in attendance. 

 

Motion to open 386th meeting of the Garden State 

Region Mustang Club 

Approved. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

After welcoming all in attendance, the Pledge of 

Allegiance was led by President, Mike Deliberto. 

 

Guest Speaker: 

None. 

 

Secretary’s Report: 

The August 20th minutes, as published in the 

September Newsletter, were approved. 

Bern Davis served as acting secretary for tonight’s 

meeting. The Club still needs to appoint a permanent 

Secretary. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Lisa S. gave the report.  

 

Membership Report: 

Joe D. absent. The current census is 179 Members. 

 

Sunshine Report: 

Good news, nothing to report. 

Merchandising: 

No report. 

 

National Report: 

George gave an extensive report. The Club received 

a President’s Award from the national club. 

 

Website: 

Bill C reported that Members have shared their 

photos of recent activities with him.  

 

Facebook Page: 

Nothing to report from Joe D.  

 

Newsletter: 

Mike D reported that the newsletter was published in 

time for the September meeting. Please continue to 

submit your Mustang for publication.  

 

Old Business: 

The annual picnic was held on August 24th. Although 

nobody volunteered to chair the event, it was a 

success. Approximately 60 members attended. A 

new club photo was taken with 22 Mustangs in the 

photo. A copy of the photo will be made available to 

each participant. 

If anyone knows the whereabouts of Mike’s 

collection of Matchbox cars depicting the photo 

setup, please contact him. 

Stacy provided a report on the status of the 

Autoberfest Car Show. The show is scheduled for  

(contd. on pg. 9) 
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(Minutes, continued) 

 

October 5th (rain date of October 12th), to be held at the 

Morris County School of Technology. The traditional 

awards are planned, with the Favorite 40 and Top 10. 

There will be a DJ, food trucks, an auction of a piece 

autographed by Bill Elliott, a 50/50 and baskets. Mike D. 

reminded the Members that the members’ fee for the show 

is only $10.00. Online registration is open until 9/28. 

Members were asked to sign the volunteer sheet. 

Bern gave a summary of the rain or shine cruise to the 

Tamerlaine Sanctuary & Preserve on October 11th. Those 

on the cruise will meet at the Jefferson Diner just north of 

Berkshire Valley Road near Route 15, to depart at 9:15 

sharp. Members looking for breakfast should plan 

accordingly. The reserved tour of the farm by the Club is 

scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. Bern reported that the 

farm animals are looking forward to meeting everyone. 

The Erie Hotel is being suggested for lunch as it makes 

reservations. 

 

New Business: 

Our President secured three members to serve as the 

nominating committee to provide a slate of candidates for 

officers and Board members at the October meeting. The 

final vote on the slate is scheduled for the November 

meeting. Mike emphasized that all positions must be 

filled for the longevity of the Club. 

The annual Trunk or Treat at the Oakland Library is 

scheduled for October 25th. Members are encouraged to 

decorate their cars and/or come in costume. 

The annual Installation Dinner is scheduled for the second 

Saturday in January; Bill and Maryanne are the chairs. 

They are looking for a new venue to host the event. 

Bill C’s Shelby is up for sale on Facebook Marketplace. 

 

Hospitality Report: 

Mike D thanked Stacy and Paul for setting up the coffee 

and cookies this evening. 

 

Reminders: 

Mike D. reminded the attendees to sign the attendance 

sheet, register for the cruise to Tamerlaine, register for the 

October show and take flyers for the show. 

 

A motion to close the 386th meeting of the Garden State 

Region Mustang Club was approved at 8:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bern Davis, Acting Secretary 

 

COVER CARS WANTED 

 

our car on the cover of your club’s newsletter.  What 

could be better than that?  And it’s so easy.  We are 

looking for GSRMC members’ Mustangs to feature on the 

cover and inside the Pony Xpress.  All you have to do is 

take a few pictures of your prized pony from different 

angles; front, rear, ¾ front, engine compartment, interior, 

etc.  Then either write an article about your pony or fill 

out the info sheet located elsewhere in this issue. Finally, 

e-mail them to Mike D. at 8550mustang@gmail.com and 

sit by your computer until your Musang gets the star status 

it deserves.  It really is just that simple.  

 

CLUB PHOTO 

 

he reproductions of the 2025 Club Photo will be  

printed and ready for distribution at the November 

meeting.  Anyone who participated in the event can 

get a free copy by visiting the club table at the show, at 

meetings or by contacting Mike at 

8550mustang@gmail.com. They are available on 5x7 

photo paper or as a magnet. 

 

 
 

Y 

T 
GSRMC meetings begin at 7:30pm 

on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 

at American Legion Post 155, 

13 Legion Pl., Whippany, NJ 07981 

 

Members & guests are encouraged 

to attend. 

mailto:8550mustang@gmail.com
mailto:8550mustang@gmail.com
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’68 Mustang GT Convertible. 302-4V V8, Auto trans., 

limited slip rear. White w/parchment int., black power top 

& C stripes. Visibility Group, Power Disc Brakes, Power 

Steering, A/C, AM/8-Track Stereo, Tinted Glass - Dlx 

Seat Belts.  Very good conditon, garage kept, used 

periodically. Multiple MCA Gold winner and AACA 

Senior winner.  Owned by former GSRMC President, Sue 

Danner. Many spare and NOS parts, awards, set of 

chrome GT wheels with bias-ply’s mounted. Asking 

$52K -OBO  Scott 908-230-5617, Sue 908-963-6834. 

sdanner@hustonlumber.com 

2015 Ford Mustang GT Premium.V8, 6spd man. 

limited slip 3.55 rear. Ruby Red, red/black heated and 

cooled 8-way power leather seats. Upgrades: AirLift air 

ride system, Borla Atak cat-back exhaust, Cold air intake 

system, Ferrada FR4 20 inch wheels w/ Continental 

Extreme tires 255/35/20 front, 275/35/20 rear,Cervini 

upper and lower grill, Cervini front C-series chin spoiler, 

MMD V-series rear wing, GT emblem delete rear 

valance, Rear side window louvers, Roush hood louvers, 

Opt7 LED sequential turn signals, Diode Dynamic 

Demon-Eye kit, Coyote grill badge, Side skirt 

extensions, CoverCraft Ultratect car cover, BMR 

jacking rails, Red push start button cover. ALL 

ORIGINAL PARTS INCLUDED except for stock 

exhaust.  More pics can be seen on Facebook 

Marketplace.  Only 17,747 miles.  Always garaged 

and covered.  Never tracked or abused. Asking 

$34,900.  Call or text Gordon at 908-392-3588.     

 

FOR SALE 
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REAR VIEW 


